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Colombian Andes in the Orinoco Valley and to the foot of the
Peruvian Andes in that of the Amazon, and would enable it to
penetrate so far northwards into the Chaco region in the Parana
Basin as completely to sever the Paraguay River from the main
stream.

Drainage towards lower points inland is a feature which is
not confined to the eastern and northern parts of South America.
The Andes, by reason of the high parallel chains which continue
for the most part unbroken along the eastern and the western
rims of the plateau for an immense distance from somewhat north
of the Equator to the Tropic of Capricorn, contain two large and
a number of smaller enclosed basins. The scanty snowfall
deposited on the eastern slopes of the Pacific Cordillera, descends
on melting into these basins, which also receive any drainage
available from the melting of snows on the western face of the
opposite chains, but which owing to the general aridity, seldom,
except towards the Equator, have outlets occupied by permanent
streams. The two larger basins of inland drainage referred to
are found in the middle section of the Andes where the precipita-
tion on the heights is small and where also there is a maximum
distance between the eastern and the western chains. Farther
north the tendency towards the formation of extensive basins
of this type has been greatly reduced, partly by the fact that the
various parallel chains stand much closer together, partly because
the heavier precipitation of the eastern chains has led to the
cutting of outlets from the inter-Andean valleys and basins to
the Amazon drainage system.

The Structure of the Continent

South America, broadly speaking, consists of a great system
of folded mountains in the west and north-yrest, together with
three plateaus in the east arranged so as to form a large shallow
curve, concave towards the folded system and almost touching
it in the north and south. Between each of the plateaus and the
next and also between them all and the western mountains there
are tracts of detrital deposits which in the central and northern
parts of the continent are very extensive. In this respect the
western part of South America stands in marked contrast to the
eastern ; for on the Pacific slope coastal plains are entirely absent
throughout the greater part of its length, and where they exist,
as in Peru and Ecuador, they are everywhere narrow.

The explanation of this striking feature is to be found largely
in the extensive trough faulting on the Pacific shore which
accompanied the upward movement of the Andes and of the